URGENT APPEAL 

TO CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER STEPHEN HARPER 

ON CANADA DAY, JULY 1, 2009
 

WHEREAS:
 - Canada is the only western country exporting asbestos
 - The science is irrefutable that chrysotile asbestos (the only form of asbestos still sold commercially) causes cancer and other deadly diseases
- Canada has virtually banned asbestos itself and exports 95% of its asbestos to developing countries
- Canada is spending hundreds of millions of dollars to remove asbestos from the Parliament Buildings and homes and schools across Canada
- In April this year your government gave yet another quarter of a million dollars to the Chrysotile Institute to promote asbestos in developing countries

 

- As shown in the recent CBC The National documentary Canada's Ugly Secret, Canada's asbestos is being used overseas under appallingly dangerous conditions
 

- A government of Quebec report shows a 100% failure rate to practise safety standards in the tiny numbers of industrial sites using asbestos in Quebec, showing that Canada’s “safe use” claim is a myth, even in an advanced, regulated, wealthy, technological society like Canada itself
 

- The World Health Organization, the International Labour Organization, the 160 million members of the International Trade Union Confederation in 155 countries, the World Bank and every independent scientific organization that has examined asbestos have all called for an end to the sale and use of asbestos as the only way to end the unnecessary tragedy of asbestos disease
 
- Bill C-399, tabled in the House of Commons on June 1, 2009, prohibits the commercial mining of any form of asbestos
WE THEREFORE CALL ON YOUR GOVERNMENT TO:

- END THE SHAME OF CANADA’S ASBESTOS EXPORT
- PUT PEOPLE’S LIVES AHEAD OF POLITICAL AMBITION
- CELEBRATE CANADA DAY BY SUPPORTING BILL C-399 TO BAN ASBESTOS
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