Report, Almaty February 11-13, 2007

Workshop „Towards a Toxic Free Future“ (Impact of toxic chemicals on the Environment and Public health in Central Asia: Ways to address problems)

The workshop has been organised by WECF member GREENWOMEN, Kazakhstan, Lydia Astanina. Approximately 20 – 30 persons attended the workshop. The following countries have been represented by NGO staff and/or state representatives: Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan. Participants from

Turkmenistan could not come due to political uncertainties. In general it had been a very active audience with many fruitful discussions.

12th February 2007

Olga Sperenskaya, Ecoacord, and IPEN coordinator) 

Fantastic progress has been made due to the IPEP-1 program - the 2 Mio funding from GEF during the last two years (and the excellent work of Olga!) 300 NGOs in the EECA region (except Tajikistan) were involved and 22 Projects have been launched mainly in two topics: awareness raising about banned and prohibited pesticides and doing an inventory of stockpiles in all project countries. 

The Stockholm convention is quite successful in this region; only Uzbekistan has not signed it, but is in approving it at the moment again. Tajikistan signed, but did not ratify so far.

The region faces more problems than other countries in transition mainly due to the former policy of Soviet Union. (The UDSSR had a „protection of food supply-program“, so they provided every region with a certain amount of pesticides – very often a lot more than could be used – and this lead to huge stockpiles)

After the regime of Soviet Union went out, the information was lost the former closed areas were not controlled anymore. People first took building materials from the storage sites, than even the pesticides (to use it or to sell it on the market, even when they did not know, what they contain and which effect they do have). Even warning signs with a skull have been stolen.

Therefore most of the sites are looking like this:
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Sometimes even cows are grazing closed to the burial sites, or like in Kyrgyzstan, there is a famous tourist spot just next to the site (which is not known to the tourists)

Sometimes the sites and plants have been privatised and than it have closed area again and no information can be detected.

Maria Sobol, Women’s Network of the Urals a partner of us in Chelybinsk spoke about their campaign „Keep the promise“, which intended to remind politicians to implement Stockholm convention.

They collected boiled eggs from 17 countries in hot spots (around companies and factories) and transported them to Czech republic to control levels of PCBs, dioxins, Lindan and HCB – the Egg-report can be found on IPEN homepage: http://www.ipen.ecn.cz/index.php?z=&l=en&k=documents&r=viewtxt&id=111&id_rubriky=12
Nazgul Esenbol kyzy, Unison, Kyrgyzstan

Unison an active NGO in Kyrgyzstan did a project to raise awareness about pesticides burial sites in two different areas. One of the observed stockpiles is close to the border to China. An enterprise took over the region and therefore it’s again not allowed to examine the spot. There are no statistics on health effects, but people in the neighbourhood are suffering: aching skin, loosing hair, numerous infections

Unison is also active in the issue energy. They have done already an energy saving project with a kindergarten in Kyrgyzstan.

Natalya Abdullaeva, Women for Sustainable Development Center, Uzbekistan

Explained that people in Karakalpakstan took clay from areas near burial site to make bricks. 

They publish a nice comic book for children regarding pesticides and it was a great success also in addressing adults.

Rustam Shahmaer, Youth 21st Century, Tajikistan

They organised a summer camp for children

Results: 

· 800 young people were involved

· mobile exhibition

There is still lack of information. To receive more information it’s successful to use Aarhus convention. 

Maria Sobol, Women´s Network of the Urals
Chemicals were not regarded as a problem, because radiation has been rated as the most severe problem for decades. They realised the project „time to act“, where a public inventory has been established and a survey has been written in combination with agencies.

Devastated storages have been found and public awareness is very poor: People do not regard pesticides as toxics, even when there are signs with the skull on it. They just take it, use it or sell it. Very often people do not know that they live on or close to old storage sides of pesticides

13th February

Olga Sperenskaya

She introduced the international political processes on chemicals and reported from the first sessions of SAICM Strategic Approach on International Chemicals Management. There was a quick start program launched, where also NGOs can ask for funding, if their country has an SAICM coordination centre. Nevertheless only AWHHE has received a grant so far out of this program. For further details see:

www.chem.unep.ch/saicm/qsptf.htm
Olga presented a very useful tool for eliminating POPs:

A database, where more than 70 different techniques for POPs elimination have been collected. See: www.noburntech.info
Experts made assessments on alternatives to incineration. Incineration is very expensive and has to be done at very high temperatures. Health threats can arise, when waste is burned at lower temperatures. Very often waste is seen as a resource for heating and problems get neglected. The public but also the politicians have to be convinced about a healthy way of eliminating waste.

This database should provide solutions for waste treatment. If the consistence of the waste or contaminated soil is known, the conditions (temperature, aso...) have been taken into account – the database will provide a treatment technology, e.g. treating PCBs soil with micro organism.

Kazakhstan

Biological experiments have been conducted with different plants sowed on contaminated soil. Some plants are detoxifying the soil from pesticides by 80 % (solanine, burdock – xanthium Lat.by 40 %). so plants can be self accumulating , or making pesticides immovable in soil

Interesting statement on media work:

Russia, Kazakhstan – social advertisement in TV has to be allowed – for free!!!!!
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