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	Summary 
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I. Draft decisions derived from the report of the Executive Director 

1. Implementation of decision SS.VII/1 on international environmental governance

The Governing Council,

Recalling General Assembly Resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972, the Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate of the United Nations Environment Programme
 and the Malmö Ministerial Declaration,

Also recalling General Assembly resolutions 57/251 of 20 December 2002, 58/209 of 23 December 2003 and 59/226 of 22 December 2004,

Further recalling its decision SS.VIII/1 of 31 March 2004 and the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development,
 which emphasized the full implementation of decision SS.VII/1 of 15 February 2002,

Recalling the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, which it adopted by its decision 23/1 of 25 February 2005,
Recognizing the need to accelerate implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, including through the provision of additional financial resources, among other needs, for this purpose,
[Noting the ongoing consideration of paragraph 169 of the 2005 World Summit Outcome particularly through an Informal Consultative Process on the Institutional Framework for the United Nations' Environmental Activities held at the General Assembly,] 

Noting the report of the Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on UN System-wide Coherence in the Areas of Development, Humanitarian Assistance and the Environment
, 

Having considered the reports of the Executive Director on international environmental governance
, on the measures taken for the implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building and a proposal for the further implementation of the Plan in the 2008–2009 biennium,
 and on strengthening the scientific base of the United Nations Environment Programme
,

I

Universal membership of the
Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum

1.

Takes note of the outcomes of the consideration by the General Assembly at its sixty-first session of the important but complex issue of establishing universal membership of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, and recommends further consideration, if necessary, of this [complex and] [important] issue at the sixty-fourth session of the General Assembly for early resolution, [keeping in mind that the several previous discussions have constantly shown obvious lack of consensus and deep division on the issue;][in view of the current divergence of views],

II

Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building

2.

Requests the Executive Director to continue to give high priority to the implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building as part of the implementation of the approved programme of work of the United Nations Environment Programme 

2bis. 
Encourages Governments tosupport the full and effective implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan of Technology Support and Capacity Building, including through provision of adequate resources.

III

Strengthening the scientific base of
the United Nations Environment Programme 

3.
Welcomes the consultative process on strengthening the scientific base of the United Nations Environment Programme as facilitated by the Executive Director and the valuable inputs made by Governments and other stakeholders which have resulted in the proposed Environment Watch strategy;

3bis.
Reaffirms the need to strengthen the scientific base of the United Nations Environment Programme, including the reinforcement of the scientific capacities of developing countries as well as countries with economies in transition in the area of protection of the environment; 
Option 1: 

4.
Recognizes that one of the key challenges for the United Nations Environment Programme is to serve as the environmental early warning mechanism of the international community and to monitor, assess and report on the state of the global environment as recommended by the Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on United Nations System Wide Coherence in the Areas of Development, Humanitarian Assistance and the Environment, and recognizes further that this can be achieved through a network that draws on existing bodies including academic institutions and centres of excellence and the scientific competence of specialized agencies and the scientific subsidiary bodies of multilateral environmental agreements;

Option 2:

4. 
Takes note of the recommendation of the Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on United Nations System Wide Coherence in the Areas of Development, Humanitarian Assistance and the Environment that UNEP's technical and scientific capacity should be strengthened as the environmental early warning mechanism of the international community and for monitoring, assessing and reporting on the state of the global environment and that this can be achieved through a system of networking drawing on existing bodies, including academic institutions and the centres of excellence and the scientific competence of specialized agencies and the scientific subsidiary bodies of the multilateral environmental agreements. 
5.
Underlines the vital importance in a globalizing world of enhancing infrastructures and capacities which can sustain cooperation on environmental data and information and which can lead to reduced transaction costs for national reporting, natural resource accounting, decision making, mainstreaming of environment into development, implementation of multilateral environmental agreements and achievement of national and international development goals;

6.
Welcomes the draft strategy presented in the annex to the present decision
, which builds on the existing programmatic direction, documented achievements and ongoing activities of the United Nations Environment Programme , and requests the Executive Director, while implementing the approved programme of work, to consult with member States and partners with a view to further improving the strategy as an integral part of the wider strategic vision of the United Nations Environment Programme and soliciting the participation as partners with UNEP in the implementation of such a strategy of member States, United Nations agencies, multilateral environmental agreements, the scientific community, including the global observing systems, and financial institutions, including the Global Environment Facility;

IV

Strengthening the financing of UNEP

7.
Emphasizes the need for stable, adequate and predictable financial resources for the United Nations Environment Programme and the Environment Fund, in the context of the United Nations regular budget, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII); 

8.
Reaffirms its support for the provision of adequate, stable and predictable financing for the United Nations Environment Programme as an essential prerequisite for the strengthening of its capacity and functions, as well as for the effective coordination of the environmental component of sustainable development;

9.
Encourages Governments, to the extent feasible, to contribute to the Environment Fund rather than to earmarked trust funds, with a view to enhancing the role of the Governing Council in setting the agenda of work and priorities of the United Nations Environment Programme;


Option 1 


10.
Encourages Governments[, taking into account their economic and social circumstances,] to make their voluntary contributions to the Environment Fund in 2008–2009 in an amount equal to or greater than that suggested by the voluntary indicative scale of contributions or on the basis of any of the other voluntary options listed in paragraph 18 of the appendix to decision SS.VII/1, and also encourages Governments, in order to further strengthen the financing of the United Nations Environment Programme to make additional contributions to the Environment Fund starting in 2007;

Option 2

10.  
Also encourages Governments, in order to further strengthen the financing of the United Nations Environment Programme and increase the level of the financial reserve as requested in paragraph 9 of Governing Council decision 23/3 of 25 February 2005, taking into account their economic and social circumstances, to make contributions to the Environment Fund starting in 2007 in an amount equal to or greater than that suggested by the voluntary indicative scale of contributions or on the basis of any of the other voluntary options listed in paragraph 18 of the appendix to decision SS.VII/1;
11.
Requests the Executive Director, in accordance with paragraph 19 of the appendix to decision SS.VII/1, to notify all United Nations Member States of the voluntary indicative scale of contributions which he intends to propose for the biennium 2008–2009 and urges each Member State to inform the Executive Director whether it will use the proposed voluntary indicative scale of contributions;

12.
Also requests the Executive Director to prepare a report to the Governing Council at its twenty-fifth session [to assess] [on] the operation of [the extended pilot phase of] the voluntary indicative scale of contributions and the other voluntary options listed in paragraph 18 of the appendix to decision SS.VII/1;

13.
Requests the Executive Director to continue his efforts in seeking an increase in funding, from all sources, for strengthening the financial base of the United Nations Environment Programme;  

V

Issues related to multilateral environmental agreements 

14.
Takes note of the activities undertaken by the Executive Director to improve the effectiveness of, and the coordination and synergy among, multilateral environmental agreements, as well as those activities supporting Governments in their efforts to better implement, comply with and enforce multilateral environmental agreements, taking into account the autonomous decision-making authority of the conferences of the parties to such agreements and the need to promote the environmental dimension of sustainable development among other relevant United Nations organizations;14 bis. Welcomes the decisions of the conferences of the parties to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants at its second meeting, the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade at its third meeting and the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal at its eighth meeting, respectively, to address the issue of further enhancing synergies and improving cooperation and coordination among these three conventions and, to that end, to establish an ad hoc joint working group consisting of selected Parties to the respective conventions, and requests the Executive Director to cooperate with the Parties to those three conventions to enhance synergies and coherence also between the relevant programme activities of the United Nations Environment Programme and the programme activities to be carried out under those conventions;

VI

Enhanced coordination across the United Nations system,
including the Environment Management Group

Option 1: 

15.
Recognizes that greater coordination within the United Nations system at the level of headquarters of United Nations bodies, funds, programmes and agencies should promote coherence in and strengthen the activities of those bodies, funds, programmes and agencies at the country level, while greater coordination efforts at the country level should promote the coherence of the activities of the United Nations system at the international level;

16.
Emphasizes that the United Nations Environment Programme should strengthen the coordination of United Nations system-wide environmental policies in order to improve cohesion and consistency among the policies of the environmental programmes of the United Nations system;

17.
Invites the Secretary-General to consider strengthening the Environment Management Group by giving it a clearer mandate that would allow it to be more instrumental for the United Nations Environment Programme in its efforts to support and enhance the policies of the environmental programmes of the United Nations system and requests the Executive Director to strengthen further the focus of the Environment Management Group.

Option 2: 

15.
 Recognizes the need for enhanced coordination across the United Nations system in order to achieve greater coherence in environmental activities;

16.
 Requests the Executive Director to continue to promote coordination across the United Nations system on environmental activities, in particular those relevant to operations of the United Nations system, keeping in mind paragraphs 36 and 37 of the appendix to decision SS.VII/1, through the work of the Environment Management Group.

2. Updated water policy and strategy of the United Nations Environment Programme 

I
Freshwater

The Governing Council,
Recalling its decisions 22/2 and 23/2 regarding the United Nations Environment Programme water policy and strategy;

Taking into account the policy directions for water related activities in the United Nations Environment Programme, as set out in, among other sources, relevant Governing Council decisions; the Millennium Declaration, the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development; the outcomes of the thirteenth session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development pertaining to water, sanitation and human settlements; the 2005 World Summit Outcome as it pertains to water and sanitation; 

Noting that in its resolution 61/192 of 20 December 2006, the General Assembly declared the year 2008 to be the International Year of Sanitation and in this context reaffirmed the need to assist developing countries to prepare integrated water resources management and water efficiency plans;

Taking into account the comments made by Governments on the draft water policy and strategy submitted to the twenty-third session and the ninth special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum; 

Also taking into account the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building and its relevance to the design and implementation of all of United Nations Environment Programme activities;

Noting with appreciation the achievements made by the United Nations Environment Programme in implementing the updated water policy and strategy as described in the report of the Executive Director (UNEP/GC/24/4 and Add.1); 

1. Adopts the water policy and strategy of the United Nations Environment Programme for the period 2007- 2012 as contained in the report of the Executive Director (UNEP/GC.24/4/Add.1, annex);

2. Requests the Executive Director:

(a) To use the water policy and strategy as a framework and guidance to direct the United Nations Environment Programme’s Programme of work in the field of water through the year 2012; 

(b) To intensify collaborative activities with Governments, relevant organizations, United Nations agencies (in particular within the context of United Nations reform) and other development partners and to intensify partnerships with the civil society, including the private sector, to implement the water policy and strategy; 

(c) To provide support upon request to developing countries and countries with economies in transition for implementation of the water policy and strategy as part of the implementation of the approved programme of work and within the framework of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building;

(d) To report on the implementation of the water policy and strategy to the Governing Council at its twenty-fifth session.

3. Calls upon Governments in a position to do so to provide new and additional resources necessary for the implementation of the water policy and strategy.

II. Coasts, oceans and islands

The Governing Council,
Recalling its decisions 22/2 and 23/2 regarding the United Nations Environment Programme water policy and strategy, in particular paragraphs 11 and 12 of decision 23/2, welcoming the generous offer of the Government of the People’s Republic of China to host in 2006 the second intergovernmental review meeting of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities;

Noting with appreciation the important contribution of the United Nations Environment Programme, the regional seas conventions and action plans, the Global Environment Facility, and other international and regional institutions in catalyzing the implementation of the Global Programme of Action, while recognizing the financial constraints on such implementation, particularly at the national level, and the consequent need for resource mobilization and support,

Acknowledging the successful results and achievements of the Global Programme of Action in the period 2002–2006, particularly at the national level, and the efforts of the United Nations Environment Programme, as the secretariat of the Global Programme of Action, as well as the successful results and achievements of the second Intergovernmental review meeting of Global Programme of Action, which took place in Beijing from 16 to 20 October 2006, including the valuable contributions made by the participants in the multi-stakeholder partnerships workshops during the meeting,

1. Endorses the Beijing Declaration and the outcomes of the second Intergovernmental Review Meeting on the Implementation of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities as detailed in the report of that meeting;
2. Adopts the Global Programme of Action Coordination Office programme of work for the period 2007−2011, as endorsed by the second Intergovernmental Review Meeting; 

3. Calls upon international and regional financial institutions, in particular the Global Environment Facility, and donor countries to continue to support the implementation of the Global Programme of Action and, as necessary, to increase their contribution for building the capacity of developing countries, particularly for small island developing States, to mainstream the implementation of the Global Programme of Action in national development programmes and budgets;

4. Expresses appreciation to the Government of the Netherlands for its continuing support in thosting the Global Programme of Action Coordination Office in The Hague, and expresses special gratitude to the Government of the People’s Republic of China for its hosting of the second Intergovernmental Review Meeting on the Implementation of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities. 

3. Proposed biennial programme and support budget for 2008-2009 

The Governing Council,

Having considered the proposed biennial programme and support budget for 2008–2009 and the related report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,

1. Approves the programme of work for the biennium 2008–2009 taking into account the relevant decisions of the Governing Council;

2. Approves appropriations for the Environment Fund in the amount of 152 million United States dollars for the purposes indicated below:

	2008 – 2009 biennial programme and support budget

(in thousands of United States dollars)



	Programme of work 
	

	Environmental assessment and early warning
	26,950

	Environmental law and conventions
	13,359

	Policy implementation
	19,182

	Technology, industry and economics
	27,694

	Regional cooperation and representation 
	33,779

	Communications and public information
	9,036

	Total programme of work
	130,000

	Fund programme reserve
	6,000

	Support budget
	16,000

	Grand total
	152,000


3. Urges Governments to support further strengthening of the Environment Fund through the options envisaged in Governing Council decision SS.VII/1, including the voluntary indicative scale of contributions;

4. Also notes with appreciation the prudent and responsible manner in which the Executive Director has exercised his budgetary and financial discretion;

5. Authorizes the Executive Director, with a view to ensuring better conformity with the practices in other United Nations bodies, to reallocate resources between subprogrammes up to a maximum of 10 per cent of the appropriation to which the resources are reallocated;

6. Requests that, should the Executive Director need to reallocate funds in excess of 10 per cent and up to 20 per cent of an appropriation, he do so in consultation with the Committee of Permanent Representatives;

7. Authorizes the Executive Director to adjust, in consultation with the Committee of Permanent Representatives, the level of allocations for programme activities to bring it into line with possible variations in income compared to the approved level of appropriations;

8. Urges the Executive Director further to increase the level of the financial reserve to 20 million United States dollars as and when carry-over resources become available over and above those needed to implement the programme approved for the biennia 2006–2007 and 2008–2009;

9. Recommends that the Executive Director, in the light of possible financial constraints, take a cautious approach to the creation of additional posts under the Environment Fund programme;

10. Appreciates the progress made so far in shifting emphasis from delivery of outputs to achievement of results, and requests the Executive Director to continue such shift, ensuring that United Nations Environment Programme managers at all levels take responsibility for the achievement of the programme objectives and the efficient and transparent use of resources to that end, subject to United Nations processes of review, evaluation and oversight;

11. Also requests the Executive Director to keep Governments specifically informed, through the Committee of Permanent Representatives on a quarterly basis and the Governing Council at its regular and special sessions, of the execution of the budget of the Environment Fund, including contributions and expenditures, and reallocations of the appropriations or adjustments of the allocations;

12. Welcomes the extensive consultations between the Executive Director and the Committee of Permanent Representatives in preparing the draft budget and programme of work for the biennium 2008–2009 and requests the Executive Director to continue such consultations for the preparation of each biennial budget and programme of work;

13. Expresses its appreciation to those Governments which have contributed to the Environment Fund in the biennium 2006–2007 and appeals to all Governments to contribute to the Environment Fund or to increase their support to the United Nations Environment Programme, in cash or in kind, in order to permit the full implementation of the programme;

14. Requests the Executive Director to step up his efforts to mobilize resources from all sources, in order further to broaden the donor base and to enhance income levels;

15. Also requests all Governments, where possible, to pay their contributions before the year to which the contributions relate, or at the latest at the beginning of the year to which they relate, in order to enable the United Nations Environment Programme to plan and execute the Fund programme more effectively;

16. Further requests all Governments, where possible, to make pledges of their future contributions to the Environment Fund at least one year in advance of the year to which they relate and, if possible, on a multi‑year basis;

17. Approves the recommendation by the Executive Director that the outstanding pledges for the period 2001–2002 should not be regarded as assets for accounting purposes;

18. Approves the proposed staffing tables under the Environment Fund biennial support budget for 2008–2009 as set forth in the relevant report of the Executive Director;

19. Notes that an increase in funding from the United Nations regular budget for the United Nations Office at Nairobi or the United Nations Environment Programme in the biennium 2008–2009 would decrease the requirement under the Environment Fund biennial support budget, thereby releasing resources which should be reallocated for the programme activities or the Environment Fund financial reserve;

20. Calls for an allocation of an appropriate share of the United Nations regular budget to the United Nations Environment Programme;

21. Reiterates the need for stable, adequate and predictable financial resources for the United Nations Environment Programme and, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972, which underlined the need to consider the adequate reflection of all the administrative and management costs of the Environment Programme in the context of the United Nations regular budget, looks forward to the implementation of the requests of the General Assembly to the United Nations Secretary-General to keep the resource needs of the United Nations Environment Programme and the United Nations Office at Nairobi under review, so as to permit the delivery, in an effective manner, of necessary services to the United Nations Environment Programme and the other United Nations organs and organizations in Nairobi;

22. Requests the Executive Director to provide financial details of work programmes to Governments in accordance with article VI of the General Procedures governing the Operations of the Fund of the United Nations Environment Programme, if so requested;

23. Also requests the Executive Director, further to article VI of the General Procedures governing the Operations of the Fund, to make available to Governments, twice a year, information on progress made in the implementation of the programme of work and further requests that the information be structured in accordance with the programme of work;

24. Requests the Executive Director to provide the Committee of Permanent Representatives, on a quarterly basis, with comprehensive information on all financial facilities made available for the United Nations Environment Programme, including core funding, Environment Fund, earmarked funds and payments by the Global Environment Facility and other sources, in order to contribute to the transparency of the overall financial status of the United Nations Environment Programme during the biennium 2008–2009;

25. Also requests the Executive Director to ensure that earmarked contributions to the United Nations Environment Programme, apart from those for which the United Nations Environment Programme merely acts as treasurer, are used to fund activities which are in line with the programme of work;

26. Further requests the Executive Director, in consultation with the Committee of Permanent Representatives, to propose ways and means of addressing the balance between non‑earmarked and earmarked funding of the programme of work and to ensure clarity with respect to resources and expected results;

27. Authorizes the Executive Director to enter into forward commitments not exceeding 20 million United States dollars for Fund programme activities for the biennium 2010–2011;

28. Requests the Executive Director to prepare for the biennium 2010–2011 a programme of work consisting of Environment Fund programme activities amounting to [140] [130] million United States dollars;

29. Also requests the Executive Director to continue submitting, in consultation with the Committee of Permanent Representatives, a prioritised, results-oriented and streamlined draft budget and work programme for the biennium 2010–2011 for consideration and approval by the Governing Council at its twenty-fifth session;

30. Further requests the Executive Director to give high priority to the effective and immediate implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, as part of the implementation of the approved programme of work for the biennium 2008-2009;

30bis
Encourages Governments to support the full and effective implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan, including through provision of adequate resources.

31. Requests the Executive Director, in exercising his authority to reallocate resources, reconfirmed in paragraphs 6 and 7 of the present decision, and in drawing on the Fund Programme reserve, to give particular attention to high-priority areas;

32. Requests the Executive Director to undertake further action to mainstream the objectives of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building into the work of UNEP, in particular in the context of the 2008-2009 programme of work, with a view to bringing more focus into the work of UNEP, making UNEP more relevant on the ground, and improving the delivery of UNEP services to governments.

4. Amendment to the instrument for the establishment of the restructured Global Environment Facility 

The Governing Council,

Recalling its decision SS.IV/1 of 18 June 1994 on the adoption of the Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment Facility, 

Recalling its decision 22/19 of 7 February 2003 on the adoption of amendments to the Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment Facility to include land degradation, primarily desertification and deforestation, and persistent organic pollutants as new focal areas of the Global Environment Facility, as approved by the Second Global Environment Facility Assembly,

Recalling the decision of the Third Global Environment Facility Assembly, held in Cape Town, South Africa, on 29 and 30 August 2006, on the amendment of the Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment Facility, 

1.
Decides to adopt the amendment to the Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment Facility related to the location of meetings of the Council of the Global Environment Facility, as approved by the Third Global Environmental Facility Assembly;

2.
Requests the Executive Director to transmit the present decision to the Chief Executive Officer or Chairperson of the Global Environment Facility.

5. Management of the trust funds and earmarked contributions 

A. Trust Funds in support of the UNEP work programme;

1. Notes and approves the establishment of the following trust funds since the twenty-third session of the Governing Council:

(a) General Trust Funds:

i. SML – The General Trust Fund for the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) Quick Start Programme with an expiry date of 30 November 2013.

(b) Technical Cooperation Trust Funds:

i. NFL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the Implementation of the Framework Agreement between UNEP and the Government of Norway (Financed by the Government of Norway) which was established in 2006 with no fixed expiry date;

ii. SEL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the Implementation of the Agreement with Sweden (Financed by the Government of Sweden) which was established in 2005 with an expiry date of 31 December 2007;

iii. SFL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the Implementation of the Framework Agreement between UNEP and the Government of Spain (Financed by the Government of Spain) which was established in 2006 with an expiry date of 31 December 2012.

2. Approves the extensions of the following trust funds subject to the Executive Director receiving requests to do so from the relevant Governments or donors:

(a) General Trust Funds:

i. AML – The General Trust Fund for the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, through 31 December 2009;

ii. CWL – The General Trust Fund for the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) through 31 December 2009;

iii. DUL – The General Trust Fund to Support the Activities of the Dams and Development Unit to Coordinate Follow-up to the World Commission on dams through 31 December 2009;

iv. ETL – The Trust Fund for the Environmental Training Network in Latin America and the Caribbean through 31 December 2009;

v. MCL – The General Trust Fund in support of Activities on Mercury and Other Metals through 31 December 2009;

vi. WPL – The General Trust Fund to provide Support to the Global Environment Monitoring System/Water Programme Office and to Promote its Activities through 31 December 2009.

(b) Technical Cooperation Trust Funds:

i. BPL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the Implementation of the Agreement with Belgium (Financed by the Government of Belgium) through 31 December 2009;

ii. ELL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Strengthen the Institutional and Regulatory Capacity of Developing Countries in Africa through 31 December 2009;

iii. GNL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund in Support of the Coordination Office of the Global Programme Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (Financed by the Government of the Netherlands) through 31 December 2009;

iv. IAL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for Ireland Aid Multilateral Environment Fund for Africa (Financed by the Government of Ireland) through 31 December 2009;
v. REL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the Promotion of Renewable Energy in the Mediterranean Region through 31 December 2009;

vi. SEL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the Implementation of the Agreement with Sweden (Financed by the Government of Sweden) through 31 December 2010.
3. Approves the closure of the following trust funds by the Executive Director subject to completion of their activities and clearance of all financial implications:

i. PPL – The General Trust Fund in Support of the Preparation and Negotiation of an Internationally Legally Binding Instrument for the Application of the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals in International Trade;

ii. SDL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the Secondment of a UNEP Senior Officer to the CSD Secretariat of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (Financed by the Government of the Netherlands).

4. Approves the change of trust fund name from ‘The General Trust fund in Support of a Global Assessment of Mercury and its Compounds’ to ‘The General Trust Fund in support of Activities on Mercury and Other Metals’ - MCL. 

B. Trust Funds in Support of Conventions, Regional Seas, Protocols and Special Funds;

The Governing Council

5. Notes and approves the establishment of the following trust funds since the twenty-third session of the Governing Council:

(a) General Trust Funds:

i. AVL – The General Trust Fund for Voluntary Contribution in respect of the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA) established in 2006 with an expiry date of 31 December 2008;

ii. MVL – The General Trust Fund for Voluntary Contribution in Support of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) established in 2006 with an expiry date of 31 December 2008; 

iii. SCL – The General Trust Fund for the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, its subsidiary Bodies and the Convention Secretariat which was established in 2006 with no fixed expiry date;

iv. SVL – The Special Trust Fund for the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, its Subsidiary Bodies and the Convention Secretariat which was established in 2006 with no fixed expiry date.

(b) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund:

i. CCL – Technical Cooperation Trust for the Management of UNEP/GEF Special Climate Change Fund Programme (SCCF) with no fixed expiry period;
ii. VBL – The Voluntary Trust Fund to Facilitate the Participation of Indigenous and Local Communities in the Work of the Convention on Biological Diversity established in 2006 with an expiry date of 31 December 2008.

6. Approves the extensions of the following trust funds subject to the Executive Director receiving requests to do so from the relevant Governments or contracting parties:

(a) General Trust Funds:

i. BCL – Trust Fund for the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal through 31 December 2010;

ii. BDL – Trust Fund to Assist Developing Countries and other Countries in need of Technical Assistance in the Implementation of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal through 31 December 2010; 

iii. BEL – The General Trust Fund for Additional Voluntary Contributions in Support of Approved Activities under the Convention on Biological Diversity through 31 December 2009;

iv. BGL – The General Trust Fund for the Core Programme Budget for the Biosafety Protocol through 31 December 2009; 

v. BHL – The Special Voluntary Trust Fund for Additional Voluntary Contributions in Support of Approved Activities of the Biosafety Protocol through 31 December 2009; 

vi. BTL – The General Trust Fund for the Conservation of the European Bats through 31 December 2010;

vii. BYL – The General Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity through 31 December 2009;

viii. BZL – The General Trust Fund for Voluntary Contributions to Facilitate the Participation of Parties in the Process of the Convention on Biological Diversity through 31 December 2009;

ix. CRL – The Regional Trust Fund for the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme through 31 December 2009;

x. CTL – The Trust Fund for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora through 31 December 2011;

xi. EAL – The Regional Seas Trust Fund for the Eastern African Region through 31 December 2011;

xii. ESL – The Regional Trust Fund for the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of East Asian Seas through 31 December 2009;

xiii. MEL – The Trust Fund for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution through 31 December 2009;

xiv. PNL – The General Trust Fund for the Protection, Management and Development of Coastal and Marine Environment and the Resources of the Northwest Pacific Region through 31 December 2009;

xv. ROL - The General Trust Fund for the Operational Budget of the Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade through 31 December 2008;

xvi. SOL – The General Trust Fund for Financing Activities on Research and Systematic Observations relevant to the Vienna Convention through 31 December 2015;

xvii. WAL– The Trust Fund for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of West and Central African Region through 31 December 2011;

(b) Technical Cooperation Trust Funds:

i. BIL – The Special Voluntary Trust Fund for Voluntary Contributions to Facilitate the Participation of Parties, in particular the Least Developed and the Small Island Developing States amongst them, and Parties with Economies in Transition (Biosafety Protocol) through 31 December 2009;

ii. GFL – The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for UNEP’s Implementation of the Activities Funded by the Global Environment Facility with no fixed expiry period;

iii. RVL – The Special Trust fund for the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade through 31 December 2008;

7. Approves the closure of the following trust funds by the Executive Director subject to completion of their activities and clearance of all financial implications:

i. SPL - The Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the UNEP/GEF Strategic Partnership.

6. The world environmental situation 

The Governing Council, 

Pursuing its functions and responsibilities as outlined in General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) including to keep under review the world environmental situation in order to ensure that emerging environmental problems of wide international significance are prioritised and receive appropriate and adequate consideration by Governments and to promote the contribution of the relevant international scientific and other professional communities to the acquisition, assessment and exchange of environmental knowledge and information, 

Recalling its decision 22/1 on early warning, assessment and monitoring and decision 23/6 on keeping the world environmental situation under review, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 61/222 of 20 December 2006,

Noting the findings contained in many environmental assessment reports and publications released after its twenty-third session, in particular those prepared by the United Nations Environment Programme in cooperation with partners, 

1. Urges Governments, United Nations agencies, financial institutions, the private sector and civil society to consider the following environmental challenges in the light of the growing awareness of the complexity of those environmental challenges:

(a) Sixty per cent of the ecosystem services examined as part of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment are being degraded or used unsustainably and their degradation could grow significantly worse before 2050 due to rapidly growing demands for food, fresh water, timber, fibre and fuel, as well as to increasing pollution and a changing climate; 

(b) The conclusions from the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment that ecosystem changes have contributed to substantial net gains in human well-being and economic development, but this has been at the cost of the growing risks of sudden and unexpected environmental changes, the exacerbation of poverty for some groups of people and a substantial and largely irreversible loss in biological diversity;

(c) The ability of aquatic ecosystems to provide critical services has been weakened due to, amongst others things, agricultural runoff, industrial and municipal discharges and unsustainable use of freshwater and living resources as confirmed in the final report of the Global International Waters Assessment, Challenges to International Waters: regional Assessments in a Global Perspective;

(d) The vulnerability of desert environments, particularly in their marginal areas and in areas sensitive to a changing climate, has increased as highlighted in the Global Deserts Outlook;

(e) As pointed out in the Global Environment Outlook Yearbook 2006 indoor air pollution from solid fuel use may be responsible for up to 2.4 million premature deaths each year; long-range transport of energy‑related air pollution leads to acidification due to rising sulphur dioxide emissions, damage to ecosystems due to increased emissions of nitrogen, and deposition of mercury and persistent organic pollutants; and there is emerging scientific evidence of the impact of climate change on food production;

(f) The evidence of environmental change as a result of natural processes and human induced activities provided in the publication One Planet, Many People: Atlas of Our Changing Environment;

(g) As revealed in the Scientific Assessment of Ozone Depletion 2006 combined stratospheric abundances of the ozone-depleting gases show a downward trend from their peak values in the late 1990s, with the exception of stratospheric bromine, which continues to increase in line with earlier tropospheric trends. Over mid-latitudes, the return of the stratospheric ozone depleting substances to pre-1980 levels is calculated to occur by 2049, five years later than earlier predicted. The Antarctic ‘ozone hole’ is expected to recur regularly for another two decades with the stratospheric abundances of ozone depleting substances returning to pre-1980 levels around 2065. Large ozone losses are also likely to continue to occur in cold Arctic winters during the next 15 years with Ozone levels returning, on average, to pre-1980 levels before 2050. "

(h) Globalization and new developments in nano technologies present both challenges and opportunities for environmental governance as identified in the Global Environment Outlook Yearbook 2007; and 

(i) The findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change on current trends on climate change [and the world-wide impacts thereof] [related to increasing global emissions and increasing impacts of adverse effects of climate change]. 

2. Notes with concern that the documented environmental degradation and loss of ecosystem services is a barrier to the attainment of internationally agreed development goals and that the environmental governance infrastructure of developing countries and countries with economies in transition needs to be strengthened through capacity building and technology support with the assistance of a coherent United Nations presence at the national level;

3. Calls on Governments and intergovernmental organizations to continue to cooperate in efforts towards mitigation of and adaptation to environmental change, including through, enhancing the knowledge base for more integrated and responsive environmental governance, implementation of mutually supportive multilateral environmental agreements and the promotion of synergies between them, and use of environmental instruments and market mechanisms to regulate and manage the environment, ecosystems and their services where appropriate; 
4. Welcomes General Assembly resolution 60/30 of 29 November 2005 on oceans and the law of the sea which established the Ad Hoc Steering Group for the “assessment of assessments” launched as a preparatory stage towards the establishment of the regular process for global reporting and assessment of the state of the marine environment, including socio-economic aspects, to be jointly implemented by the United Nations Environment Programme and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the UNESCO;

5. Invites member States, the Global Environment Facility and other interested parties to contribute financially to the “assessment of assessments”, taking into account the workplan and budget approved by the Ad Hoc Steering Group, in order to complete the “assessment of assessments” within the specified period as called for in General Assembly resolution 61/222 of 20 December 2006 on oceans and the law of the sea; 

6. Calls on Governments and experts to contribute to the finalization of the fourth Global Environment Outlook report in accordance with the process outlined during the global intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder consultation on the fourth Global Environment Outlook assessment, held in Nairobi on 19 and 20 February 2005 by, among other things, reviewing the summary for decision makers in 2007, participating in the second global intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder consultation in September 2007, and supporting outreach activities relating to the fourth Global Environment Outlook report; 

7. Requests the Executive Director to present the policy relevant findings of the fourth Global Environment Outlook report to the Governing Council at its tenth special session so as to facilitate a consideration of these findings and their potential implications, for example for the strategic direction of the programme of work of the United Nations Environment Programme and for the performance of the functions of the United Nations Environment Programme in the United Nations system and in the provision of services to Member States.
8. [Requests the Executive Director to present his considerations of a process for a systematic review of the effectiveness of [legislative,] institutional and financial measures at the international and national levels for addressing the escalating degradation of the global environment;] 
9. [Also requests the Executive Director, in consultation with the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and based on the findings of the fourth assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, to explore options for further work of the United Nations Environment Programme, including through the UNEP-UNDP partnership on climate change,  in assessing impacts of and adaptation to the adverse effects of climate change.]

II. Draft decisions submitted by Member States 

7. Municipal solid waste treatment [submitted by Morocco on 3 October 2006]

[The Governing Council,

Recalling the request to the eighth special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, held in Jeju, Republic of Korea in 2004, to discuss issues relevant to domestic, industrial and hazardous waste management and to consider innovative ways of mobilizing financial resources from all appropriate sources to support the efforts of developing countries and countries with economies in transition for improving waste management;

Mindful of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development to promote sustainable development and particularly section III (paragraph 22 and 23) which calls upon improving waste management by promoting waste minimization and waste recycling by managing waste appropriately and by promoting activities aimed at enhancing environmentally sound management of chemicals and hazardous waste;

 Acknowledging the work undertaken to promote life cycle thinking and waste management as agreed under the Marrakech Process to change unsustainable patterns of consumption and production through stakeholder participation for implementation of relevant policies, circular economy and 3R (reduce, reuse and recycle) initiatives, identification and selection of appropriate technologies and capacity development;

Noting with appreciation the request of the League of Arab States to focus on the current challenges Governments and other stakeholders are facing in establishing life cycle economies to deal with the ever increasing amount of waste, the efforts of the Government of Japan to launch the 3R Initiative and to promote global zero-waste societies through adopting policies, technologies and capacity development for 3R activities; and the activities of the EU to strengthen sustainable resource management for sustainable consumption and production;


Noting further that the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities addresses, inter alia, problems associated with solid wastes as they pollute coastal and marine areas;   

Noting also that the scope of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal include, under Annex II, wastes collected from households and that its strategic plan includes, as priority waste streams, household wastes mixed with hazardous wastes,

Option 1

1. [Requests the Executive Director to coordinate with the United Nations Human Settlements Programme and the Basel Convention secretariat to [investigate the necessary actions, including essential information required and a costed programme, for development of a waste strategy] [develop a Waste Strategy], [in consultation with the Basel Convention secretariat,] with a global action plan for solid waste management, taking into account lifecycle thinking[, the work of the Basel Convention and of the OECD Working Group on Waste Prevention and Recycling] and the 3R approach and including local and sector-specific demonstration activities, which target national governments and local authorities, the private sector and local communities, and contribute to achieving Millennium Development Goals, by building upon the work of and co-operating with relevant other international organizations, development banks and agencies, and other stakeholders, and present this for discussion at the next session of the Governing Council[subject to the availability of additional resources];]

Option 2

1. Requests the Executive Director to develop a Waste Strategy, in consultation with the Basel Convention Secretariat, with a global action plan for solid waste management, taking into account lifecycle thinking, the work of the Basel Convention and the OECD Working Group on Waste Prevention and Recycling and the 3R approach and including local and sector-specific demonstration activities, which target national governments and local authorities, the private sector and local communities, and contribute to achieving the Millennium Development Goals, by building upon the work of and cooperating with relevant other international organizations, development banks and agencies, and other stakeholders, and present this for discussion at the next session of the Governing Council;

2. Requests the Executive Director to simultaneously strengthen the capacity of UNEP to support the waste management in developing countries and countries with economies in transition [subject to the availability of additional resources];

3. Requests the Executive Director to develop and implement demonstration projects on integrated waste management and 3R, including supporting and mainstreaming employment opportunities and the better use existing successful examples of legislative and economic instruments, build capacity and provide support for technology identification, assessment and implementation at all levels in line with the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building [and subject to the availability of additional resources]; 

4. Requests the Executive Director to disseminate the results and lessons learnt to the secretariats of multilateral environmental agreements, to governments and other stakeholders involved in global policy decision-making processes, notably the Governing Council the Commission on Sustainable Development, the Marrakech Process and the International Panel on the Sustainable Use of Natural Resources;

5. Invites international organizations, national and local governments to provide financial resources and technical assistance to enable developing countries and countries with economies in transition, especially least developed countries, to actively develop and implement integrated waste management plans;

6. Invites  Governments, in a position to do so, to provide UNEP with additional resources to enable it to implement the present decision.   ]
8. South-South cooperation in achieving sustainable development [submitted by the Group 77 and China originally on 19 January 2007 and revision submitted on 26 January 2007] 

The Governing Council,

Recalling the resolution adopted by the General Assembly A/60/1 on 2005 World Summit Outcome, in particular on the South-South Cooperation, which recognizes the achievements and great potential of South-South cooperation and encourage the promotion of such cooperation, which complements North-South cooperation as an effective contribution to development and as a means to share best practices and provide enhanced technical cooperation,

Also Recalling the first ever South Summit held in Havana in 2000 and the second in Doha in 2005, the Asian-African Summit held in Jakarta and Bandung in April 2005, the Africa-South America Summit held in Abuja in November 2006, and other relevant international forums which called for enhancing South-South cooperation,

Recognizing the need to accelerate the implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, which, inter alia, identifies South-South cooperation as a means to achieve its objectives,   

Also recognizing the importance of South-South cooperation and stressing the need to intensify efforts directed towards institutional capacity-building, including through the exchange of expertise, experiences, information and documentation between the institutions of the South in order to develop human resources and strengthen the institutions of the South, and places emphasis on the important role for economic and social development played by scientific knowledge and technology, 

Underscoring that South-South cooperation and utilizing the experiences, expertise, technologies, human resources and centers of excellence already existing in several countries of the South would assist the UNEP in faster and better implementation of its Programme of Work as well as more economical use of its resources and budget,    

Noting with appreciation the action taken by UNEP to date for the promotion of South-South cooperation, in pursuance of the objectives of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, including the High-level Consultation on South-South Cooperation in Environment in the context of the Bali Strategic Plan held in Jakarta from 23-24 November 2005, as well as the New Asian-African Strategic Partnership-UNEP Workshop on Environmental Law and Policy jointly convened by the Governments of Indonesia and South Africa and UNEP in Jakarta and Bandung, Indonesia from 12-16 December 2006, and the strategic guidelines for the interregional cooperation between Africa and South America, provided by the Abuja Summit,

Noting the efforts made by UNEP in conducting consultation within UNEP and with key external partners particularly UNDP, to develop and promote the use of approaches to guide UNEP in integrating South-South Cooperation in its programme of work,

Emphasizing that the effective and immediate implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, including through South-South cooperation, should be supported by adequate, stable and predictable financing for UNEP, 

1.
Requests the Executive Director to continue to give high priority to the effective and immediate implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building and emphasizes that South-South cooperation constitutes an important means to achieving the objectives of the Plan;

2.
Also requests the Executive Director to strengthen the integration of South-South cooperation in undertaking activities under the approved programme of work, and to that end, strengthen cooperation with UNDP and other relevant organizations within and outside of the UN system;

3.
Further requests the Executive Director to utilize the benefits of experiences, expertise, technologies, human resources and centers of excellence already existing in several countries of the South to achieve the objective of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building and the implementation of the Programme of Work, taking into account the more economic use by UNEP of its resource and budget;
4.
Welcomes the Bandung Roadmap for Advancement of Environmental Law in Support of the New Asian-African Strategic Partnership, as adopted at the New Asian-African Strategic Partnership-UNEP Workshop on Environmental Law and Policy, as well as other initiatives which presents a concrete step forward for promoting South-South cooperation in achieving sustainable development particularly in the area where UNEP has a comparative advantage in its expertise; 

5.
Invites Governments and relevant organizations, where appropriate, to provide financial and other resources for further facilitating South-South cooperation in achieving sustainable development through capacity-building and technology support to developing countries and countries with economies in transition in line with the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, including through the provision of a clearing-house mechanism on South-South cooperation;     

6.
Requests the Executive Director to report on the progress made in promoting South-South cooperation in achieving sustainable development to the Governing Council at its 25th Session in 2009.

9. Support to Africa in Environmental Management and Protection [submitted by the African Group originally on 23 January 2007 and revision submitted on 26 January 2007] 

The Governing Council,

Aware that despite its abundant promise and potential, Africa is beset by environmental, social and economic crisis, which have made it the world foremost environment and development challenge: 

Further aware that the agreements reached at numerous international gatherings routinely singled out the problems of Africa for special attention and that reference to the special needs of the continent in the outcome of the  2005 World Summit is a powerful reminder of the depth of concern over and commitment to Africa; 

Also aware that the international community continues to accord the special needs of Africa a high degree of attention as evident and further reinforced by several international declarations, resolutions and decisions, including the  decision of SS.V/2 of 22nd May 1998 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programmes on “Support to Africa”;

Further recognizing, that environmental challenges facing Africa continue to be of unparallel severity, and that the degradation of the African environment continues unabated in spite of the sustained effort of African governments and the assistance of the international community;

Noting also General Assembly resolution 57/7 of 4 November 2002 on the final review and appraisal of the new agenda for the development of Africa in the 1990s and support for the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, which, inter alia, endorsed the recommendation of the United Nations Secretary-General that the New Partnership for Africa’s Development should be the framework within which the international community, including the United Nations system, should concentrate its efforts for Africa’s development,

Noting further that the New Partnership for Africa’s Development will be implemented largely through national mechanisms and sub-regional economic communities in Africa with the support of the African Development Bank and other partners, including the multilateral development banks, 

Noting with satisfaction the commencement of the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development under the guidance of the African Ministerial conference on the Environment and with technical support from the United Nations Environment Programme,

Welcoming the support provided by Norway and China towards the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and environmental protection,

Acknowledging the role of the Partnership for Development of Environmental Law and Institutions in Africa (PADELIA) project in promoting efforts to build the capacity of African States in the development and implementation of environmental laws and policy,

Recognizing that  resolution 60/22, of the UN General Assembly acknowledges the various important initiatives of Africa’s development partners in recent years, including those of the organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, the Group of Eight Action Plan, the European Union, the Tokyo International Conference on African Development, the report of the Commission for Africa, and the partnership Forum, and in this regard emphasizes the importance of  Co-ordination in such initiatives in Africa.

Further recognizing that paragraph 169 of the outcome document of the 2005 World Summit underscores the need to explore the possibility of a more coherent institutional framework.

Applauding the decision by the United Nations Secretary General to make Africa the focus of many of his priorities;

Welcoming the commendable efforts by the Executive Director in the support given to Africa,

1.
Emphasizes that the United Nations  Environment Programmes, given its strategic location in Africa, should take the lead in enhancing support for the continent’s environmental management efforts and to spearhead international cooperation in effectively  tackling the complex task of ensuring environmental sustainability;

2.
Reaffirms that “support to Africa” as identified in decision SS.V/2 of 1998 should be further enhanced taking into account the current situation and needs of the region.

3.
Calls upon African Governments to take primary action and responsibility for the sustainable development of their respective countries;

4.
Request Governments to support PADELIA and the United Nations Environment Programme to expand PADELIA so as to be able to provide support to all the Africa states and also integrate it into the regular programme of UNEP.

5.
Requests the Executive Director to continue to support the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, particularly within the framework of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, the African Union and in the context of the development and implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;

6.
Requests the Executive Director to establish working relationships with the proposed specialized technical committees of the African Union, particularly the Technical Committee responsible for the Environment, in order to facilitate the integration of environmental issues in the work of the institutional dispensation of the African Union and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, as appropriate; 

7.
Requests the Executive Director to work closely with partners, especially the sub-regional economic communities in Africa, the African Development Bank and other United Nations organizations to support African countries in implementing the United Nations Declaration on the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;

8.
Also requests the Executive Director, within available resources, to strengthen the UNEP regional office system for Africa;

9.
Invites the Executive Director to work closely with the African Union Commission,  African Ministerial Council on Environment (AMCEN), the African Ministerial Council on Water (AMCOW), the Forum for African Ministers on Energy (FEME), African Energy Commission, regional economic communities, NEPAD to undertake a policy oriented assessment within the available means and work programmes; 

10.
Requests the Executive Director to submit the outcome of the above assessment, together with specific proposals and recommendations, to the Governing Council at its 25th session.
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