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The new EU Organic Agriculture rules
Simpler and more transparent, but weaker?
	The European Commission is elaborating new rules for organic agriculture and a proposal was adopted the 21st December 2005. The Commission states that the new rules, elaborated after discussions with various interested parties, will make the sector simpler to understand, but not at the expense of regional differences in climate and conditions.

According to EU Agriculture Commissioner Mariann Fischer Boel “the current rules will be replaced by simpler, more transparent ones. They will define objectives and principles for organic production, clarify labelling rules and regulate imports, to guarantee that consumers know what they are buying and that farmers know precisely what rules to follow”. 

The new regulation responds to the conclusions of the Council of October 2004 on the European Action Plan for organic food and farming (EAP) of June 2004 which provided an overall strategic vision for organic farming’s contribution to the Common Agricultural Policy.

The full Action Plan comprises:

· an official "Communication" from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament [pdf] setting out 21 actions; 

· a Commission staff working document [pdf] containing a background analysis and a comprehensive description of the proposals. 

However, some voices are being raised that the new rules are weakening organic agriculture requirements in the EU.

	 

				

	


GMOs in organic food 

The Commission stipulates in its proposal that in order to be labelled “organic”, 95% of the product will have to be organic and contain less than 0.9% of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) through accidental contamination. This is not helping to prevent Europe from GMOs, and  show little respect for organic farmers and consumers.  
This way “Genetic contamination” of

organic food is seen as something unavoidable instead of respecting interest of consumers that will consider it as completely unacceptable. The European Commission should be protecting organic farmers and consumers with 

laws that prevent organic farming from being contaminated by GMOs. 
	


Labelling

Producers of organic food will be able to continue to choose whether to use their own organic labelling, or to adopt the established EU organic logo. 
This decision has been welcomed by IFOAM, which said that the use of private and national labels played an important role “in creating an

innovative organic sector”. But it has to be ensured that requirements for the different organic labelling are met.

Imports

The new regulation will also ensure that imported organic products comply with EU rules. 
Imports of organic products would be allowed, as long as they comply with EU standards or come with equivalent guarantees from the country of origin.
Summary

The new regulation will: 

· define the objectives and principles of organic production while accounting for local conditions and stages of development;

· assure that the objectives and principles apply equally to all stages of organic livestock, aquaculture, plant and feed production as well as the production of organic foods, 

· clarify the GMO rules, notably that the general GMO thresholds apply, that GMO products cannot be labelled organic and that specific thresholds for seeds can be adopted, 

· render compulsory either the EU logo or - in its absence - a stylised indication ‘EU-ORGANIC’, imposing restrictions on labelling and advertising claims in order to promote the “common concept” of organic production, 

· reinforce the risk-based approach and improve controls by aligning the control system to the official EU food and feed control system applying to all foods and feeds;

· improve the free circulation of organic goods by ensuring that EU rules guarantee the highest standards, reinforce the impartiality of the control system, mutual recognition of standards and reduce the room for control bodies to authorise less strict rules.
Time table

If approved by member states this year, the new regime should to come into force on 1st January 2009. 
For the import regime, the new rules will apply from 1st January 2007. 
More information

http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/qual/organic/index_en.htm
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