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The Countdown 2010 Initiative: Save Biodiversity
Policy context
Reducing the rate of, or even halting, biodiversity loss by 2010 is an explicit target of respectively the Convention on Biological Diversity and both the Kyiv Resolution on Biodiversity and the 6th Environment Action Programme of the EU. 
Under the EU Sustainable Development Strategy, halting the loss of biodiversity in the EU is a priority. At the European Council Meeting in Gothenburg in June 2001, European Heads of State and Government made a commitment to reverse the decline of biodiversity in the EU by 2010.

A 2010 target also exists at the international level: during the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, world leaders committed themselves to significantly reducing global biodiversity loss by 2010.

Conserving biodiversity in terms of genetic resources, life support systems and nature values, is an integral part of it.
What is the Countdown 2010?

“The Countdown 2010 
is a broad alliance of actors from all sectors that are working to achieve the 2010 commitment through a clear goal and set of objectives. Currently the partners include governments, state agencies, international organisations, NGOs and private sector companies. These partners work together on a Steering Group, for which IUCN manages the secretariat.”

Goal

 “All European governments and members of civil society, at every level, have taken the necessary actions to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010”. 
Objectives
The objectives of the Initiative are as follows:

1. Encourage and support the full implementation of all the existing binding international commitments and necessary actions to save biodiversity;

1. Demonstrate clearly what progress Europe makes in meeting the 2010 biodiversity target.

1. Gain maximum public attention across Europe for the challenge of saving biodiversity by 2010.
The process
I. Preliminary Assessment, carried by a group of assessors taking into account:

· Existing data sources

· Bilateral interviews

· Consultation
II. Consultation

· With Countdown 2010 partners and administration experts

· To ensure credibility and completeness of information

· Via:

· A regional workshop

· or online consultation
III. Final Assessment
· All regional and national assessments feed into a Europe-wide assessment report

· Data is made available online

· Reports are being presented through:

· Scorecard

· Assessment report

· Press release/event

Next steps
According to the Initiative secretariat the next steps on this are the following:
· Preparation of Methodology together with UNEP-WCMC

· Presentation of Methodology at Biodiversity in Europe Conference

· Production of the Assessment Manual

· Pilot tests in

· Region

· Country

· European Union

Expert Workshop on Countdown 2010 Country Assessment

In November 2005 it was carried out in Copenhagen, Denmark, the first Countdown 2010 Assessment Workshop
. More than twenty experts and users of biodiversity assessment methodologies came together at the European Environment Agency to discuss needs and perspectives for a Countdown 2010 reporting scheme. 

The purpose of the workshop was to develop an assessment methodology which will assist national and regional governments and cities to monitor their progress toward achieving the 2010 commitment of halting the loss of biodiversity and to ultimately provide a framework for establishing priority interventions to achieve the target. 

As result of the stakeholder workshop it appeared that the state of biodiversity is well assessed, but that more work is needed to measure policy responses to the 2010 biodiversity target...
Green Week 2006: Biodiversity is life! 

This year Green Week (Brussels 30 May -2 June) will look at key aspects of EU biodiversity policy and potential approaches for strengthening cooperation with stakeholders to ensure the 2010 target is reached.

The Green Week 2006 programme is structured around four main strands:

· Biodiversity as a global issue
· The management of natural resources 
· Space for nature
· Biodiversity and society
The programme will also include the Countdown 2010 Initiative and how the commitment is being fulfilled. 
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www.wecf.org
� http://www.countdown2010.net


� From “Countdown 2010 Assessment Tool, Draft Work Plan, November 2005 http://www.countdown2010.net/documents/assessment/0511_draftworkplan.pdf


� http://www.strategyguide.org/200602/Documents.html


� http://www.countdown2010.net/assessment/0511_cphreport.html


�http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/greenweek/home.html
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