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Results of the WECF network poll on energy and climate change

Although the return of the questionnaires was dissatisfying (we got only 17 filled questionnaires back) the results show clearly that there is a high level of awareness about the need for energy saving and climate protection, but anyhow a request for more information on environmental and social impacts of energy production / consumption and social impacts of climate change in general. Especially information and knowledge on gender issues in these areas are lacking. More information is needed also about EU policy on energy and climate change as well as on negotiations at UN level. 

We were amazed by the high level of awareness, but this might be due to the small number of answers: maybe only those WECF member organisations answered who are interested and/or involved in these issues. But anyway, as most of the responder asked for more information we will hopefully motivate the others too to “get to grips with climate change”. 

A summary of the results will be posted to the working group and send to all WECF members. Others can get it by request. Please send a mail to roehr@life-online.de

Equality related support criteria in EU-funding programmes for climate change – research and recommendations

As part of the “Climate for Change – gender equality and climate change policy” project (www.climateforchange.net, see also last issue of the news), research was carried out to establish, among other things, how gender aspects are reflected in the EU’s financial support programmes on climate protection. This resulted in recommendations as to how equality of opportunity should be integrated into the funding programmes. These recommendations are supported by WECF and were presented to EU-commissioner Dimas and his spokesperson Barbara Helfferich (former president of the European Women’s Lobby) at a meeting at the end of this years Green Week. 

Dimas and Helfferich were very interested in it, so hopefully they take the recommendations into account for future programme developments. The paper can be downloaded from http://p1737.typo3server.info/index.php?id=335&L=1

Towards UNFCCC COP11/MOP1 in Montreal

According to the Gender & Climate Change strategy paper, Minu Hemmati elaborated for LIFE (see last news) , we identified a number of activities aiming to integrate gender perspectives in UNFCCC negotiations, which we wish to pursue over the coming months and years:

· Climate Talk: It is planned to use one 30 minute slot of the Climate Talks, that the UNFCCC-Secretariat organizes at the Climate Kiosk, for he issue gender & climate change. Lena Sommested (SE) and Rejoice Mabuda-Fahsi (SA) as representatives of the Global Women Environment Ministers Network, and other high level representatives (Klaus Toepfer, UNEP and EU-commissioner Stavros Dimas) are asked to make a statement on gender aspects of climate change. 

· Workshop with IPCC: We recently discussed possible inclusion of references to gender in the AR4 with the leader of IPCC Dr Pachauri. Due to the very limited amount of peer reviewed literature available on the topic, he suggested, among other options, to co-host a workshop on gender issues (IPCC & LIFE/WECF, for example). A report from the workshop could be used by IPCC. We are considering such an event on the margins of the Montreal COP. 

· Women’s Caucus: we are planning to convene, in collaboration with other organisations and networks, 2-3 women’s caucus meetings during the Montreal COP. 

With regard to all of the above activities, we wrote letters to inform and ask for support to Joke Waller-Hunter, executive director of the UNFCCC secretariat, and to Stavros Dimas, EU commissioner for the Environment. 
News from the EU

Short distance passenger mobility in Europe

Eurostat resently published a paper „statistics in focus“ on short distance passenger mobility in a number of European countries. Some of the data are gender disaggregated, like the travelling time per person per day, time spent on daily travel by gender and by mode of travel, as well as the distribution of daily travelling time by trip purpose. The 8-pages paper is available at:
http://epp.eurostat.cec.eu.int/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-NZ-05-005/EN/KS-NZ-05-005-EN.PDF
Sustainable Energy Europe Campaign
Commissioner for Energy Andris PIEBALGS announced the launch of a four-year campaign to raise public awareness on sustainable energy. The objectives of the campaign are to raise the awareness of decision-makers at local, regional, national and European level, spread best-practice, ensure a strong level of public awareness, understanding and support, and stimulate the necessary trends towards an increase in private investment in sustainable energy technologies. 

The Sustainable Energy Europe 2005-2008 Campaign specifically supports and promotes actions in the following nine main campaigning areas: Regions, Cities, Islands and Rural Areas, Communities aiming at 100% RES Supply, Transport, Buildings, Lighting Systems and Appliances, Co-operation with Developing Countries and Promotion and Communication. 

Speaking at the launch Commissioner Piebalgs said that the reasons behind the campaign were "Factors are climate change, security of supply, high prices for primary energy sources, growth, and there are also social factors because the sustainable energy approach definitely will help households."..."As a main focus of this campaign is to act as a catalyst for continued development, promotion and market uptake of sustainable energy technologies."

http://www.sustenergy.org/
Memo wg-coordinator: The working group should think about taking part in the campaign by launching a partnership focussing e.g. on gender and sustainable energy communication. I will come back to you with a suggestion soon.

Publications

Renaissance of Nuclear?

Not a very new report on the social dimension of the catastrophe in Chernobyl (published in 2002), but nevertheless a really interesting one. Nearly all over the world discussions about the “positive” effects of nuclear on climate change and energy security is increasing. Although in reality nuclear energy isn’t cost-effective, although problems with the storage of nuclear waste are by no means solved, nuclear industry is lobbying for the construction of new power plants. To have a look at the report might provide arguments against the expansion of nuclear power production. At the same time incredible huge amounts of money is given to research in the area of nuclear fusion (e.g. the international fusion plant ITER in France). We should develop a statement on nuclear fusion from a women’s / gender perspective!

http://www.un.kiev.ua/en/chornobyl/Chornobyl%20Report%20Final%20(en).pdf
Gender and Climate Change - a Forgotten Issue?
Article at the Website of Tiempo Climate Newswatch by Ulrike Röhr (coordinator of this working group), discussing the historical lapse in assimilating gender issues in the climate change debate and the urgent need to undertake research and analysis on this issue.
http://www.tiempocyberclimate.org/newswatch/comment050711.htm
Meetings, trainings...
Green Power Central & Eastern Europe, Prague, Czech Republic, 7-9 September 2005

The Green Power Event Series is a collection of executive Business Forums dedicated to bringing together representatives from the Financial Community, Regulators, Ministries, Project Developers and Utilities to spread best practice and encourage networking, to increase the uptake of Sustainable Energy Projects.

http://www.greenpowerconferences.com/events/green_power_events.htm
Poverty Alleviation: Integrating the Gender and Energy Perspective (PAGEP)

10-14 October 2005, Ede, the Netherlands
This 5-day training course is organised by Management Development Foundation (MDF) and ETC Foundation in the Netherlands. The course aims to increase participants' interest in addressing energy and gender issues in poverty alleviation efforts, to broaden knowledge and insight into the linkage between energy, poverty, and gender, and to increase skills in enabling the acceptance of this approach and perspective within their institutions.

http://www.mdf.nl/en/training_course.php?country_id=nl&&region_id=01&&course_id=PAGEP
Web-Resource

REN21 – Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st  century

REN21 is a global policy network aimed at providing a forum for international leadership on renewable energy (follow up network for the Renewables2004 community). Its goal is to allow the rapid expansion of renewable energies in developing and industrial countries by bolstering policy development and decision-making on sub-national, national and international level.  REN21 connects governments, international institutions and organisations, partnerships and initiatives and other stakeholders on the political level with those "on the ground". Taking into account their work, REN21 is not an actor itself but a set of evolving relationships oriented around a commitment to renewable energy.

http://www.ren21.net/
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