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Mrs. Margot Wallström, 

Member of the European Commission

Rue de la Loi 200

B – 1049 Brussel

Re: As requested, European Women’s input into WWF-3, Kyoto.

Briefnr.03/03/25/SG/ep

Bunnik/Munich, 25 March 2003

Excellency, dear Mrs. Wallström

As requested we hereby inform you about the European women’s input into the World Water Forum, Kyoto of last week. 

The women’s organisations present in Kyoto
 cooperated to bring forward the perspective of women into the ministerial meetings as well as in the sessions organised by the other stakeholders. Furthermore, WECF together with NVR, MAMA-86, NetWwater, BPW and Medium&Sanitas organised two sessions on gender initiatives, and co-organised the daily women’s caucus meeting where the women’s organisations agreed on common advocacy activities. 

During our Europe-day session and during our Gender-day session, women from grass-roots organisations from Romania, Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Sri Lanka presented their work on practical replicable programmes. They showed how they are already implementing activities to provide access to drinking water and sanitation, and suggested that governments learn from these projects and promote their replication. The projects had been filmed on location in the 4 weeks preceding the Forum, and the films were shown during the sessions. In this way, even though only few grass roots women were present in Kyoto, a large number of the grass-roots women could present their work and recommendations to the audience in Kyoto via these documentaries. 
· During the sessions, WECF and it’s partners have made the following 2 commitments in Kyoto: 

· 4 large grassroots women’s networks based in Ukraine, Romania, Netherlands and Germany, 4 local authorities, 1 university and 3 water companies
 have committed to implement 4 replicable programmes to develop low-cost immediate solutions to polluted drinking water in rural areas by addressing the sources of pollution through eco-sanitation, organic farming, and other ecological technologies and to strengthen civil society’s role as partner.
· 6 large international women’s networks
 will build on the “Women for Water” Initiative launched in Johannesburg to unite forces of existing women’s organisations and networks for the development and implementation of gender-sensitive and pro-poor Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM).

During the Europe-day session, WECF and its partners have also formulated recommendations for the European Commission’s Water for Life initiative. The participants agreed that Water for Life is a good initiative, but that we don’t want to wait until 2012 or 2015 to get safe water. And we don’t want to be among the 50% who will NOT get access to drinking water (the EU initiative like the MDGs only sets as goal that 50% of those currently not having access will get access). The participants recalled that not only in developing countries, but also in countries in transition the majority of the population living in rural areas has no sanitation infrastructure and drink polluted well water. This represents for instance 11 million people in Ukraine and 7 million people in Romania. The governments and citizen’s of these countries do not have the financial means to pay for the expensive and often in-efficient centralized infrastructure as used in Western Europe. Low cost sustainable solutions can be implemented immediately and even help create local employment. Successful programmes need to be carried by the local communities, should have a gender perspective and require equal participation of women at all levels.

· The participants from the Europe day session therefore recommend the following:

· Promote affordable efficient sustainable solutions such as eco-sanitation, organic farming,  rainwater-harvesting and decentralized waste-water treatment

· Develop Gender Responsive Budgeting (GRB) at all levels and include a building block on gender with a well-balanced representation of civil society grassroots women’s organizations into the European Initiative Water for Life.

WECF would like to request a strategic meeting with DG Environment on how to follow-up on these recommendations and ensure women as equal partners in the EU-Water for Life Initiative.

The grass roots women also presented their concerns about public-private partnerships. MAMA-86 for example, shared its negative experience with a French water multinational which, supported by EBRD, tried to obtain a concession for the Odessa water works and whose activities have lead to a roll-back of public participation and neglect of multi-stakeholder solutions.

· The participants of the Europe-day session therefore recommend that the European Water Initiative:

· Provide free high-quality legal services to local authorities, national authorities and civil society organisations to fully understand the consequences of public-private partnership negotiations, so that public control over public-private partnership can be guaranteed.

· From the women’s caucus and the gender day session the main recommendations are that:

· Gender Responsive Budget Initiatives (GRBIs) should be introduced in the water sector, as these will enable governments, donors, multi-lateral agencies and civil society organizations to be accountable to their commitments to gender equity, poverty eradication, sustainable development and rights-based governance.

· Women's organisations should form a Global Women's Water Watch enhancing the implementation of the Women's Water Agenda. Such a platform could provide governments with valuable feedback on the impact of globalisation as well as national and local water policies on gender equality goals.
· The government of Sri Lanka and the government of The Netherlands actively took part in the sessions organised by WECF, NVR, NetWwater and BWP, and made the followign commitments:

· The government of The Netherlands has made a commitment to include women’s water actions in their integrated water resources management activities.

· The government of Sri Lanka commits to establish a new unit in the Ministry of Irrigation & Water Management for mainstreaming gender.
· Participation in various sessions throughout the Forum leads us to the observation that: 

· the need for gender mainstreaming is now often stated explicitly in general introductions and theoretical deliberations. However in the various case studies presented, the gender dimension was notably absent. The gap between principles and practise remains.

· grassroots women are usually target groups for development projects and not equal partners to their own development. Attention for and commitment to invest in facilitating the participation of women as a major group is still hard to obtain.

· in solutions presented to solve the water crisis, top-down technical solutions prevail, exacerbated by the emphasis on public-private partnerships.

Numerous representatives of women’s organisations worldwide have expressed the urgent need for empowerment of local women’s organisations and to create an enabling environment for them to take an active part in tailor made IWRM. 

Please let us know if you would like to receive the reports on our sessions, copies of the documentaries presented or the women’s caucus documents. 

With my highest esteem

For WECF, NVR, MAMA-86 and M&S

Marie Kranendonk-Schwartz

President, Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF)

Copies: Friedrich Barth, DG Env.
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