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“Think globally, act locally,” is the motto of Agenda 21 from the Rio Conference on Sustainable Development in 1991. It refers to the truth, that problems ultimately need to be addressed at the local level. Local level is our everyday reality, it is where our individual behaviours count the most. It is also the level, where problems manifest. All other levels are either virtual reality, or aggregates of numerous local situations.

But although problems manifest at the local level, they cannot always be solved at that level. Most environmental problems need concerted action, involving regional, national and international decision-making. 

Quite often, international decisions form the source and incentive of progress in sustainable development. A good example from nature conservation is the Habitat Directive of the EU. Local NGOs in the Netherlands successfully appealed to court to address threats to the habitat of badgers and other Red List species. Another example is a coalition of health and environment NGOs, which was formed  on occasion of the 1999 Ministerial Conference on Health and Environment. I personally convened these NGOs within a framework of a Science Shop assignment to coordinate NGO input and provide background information on their behalf for this conference. Not only has this group of NGOs acquired a life of its own, they have also managed to implement one of the outcomes of a previous conference, a National Environment and Health Action Programme in the Netherlands. The Dutch government had just decided, that such a plan was superfluous in the Netherlands. Years of lobbying for such a programme had not worked out at all, but the participation of these NGOs in the London Conference empowered them enough to get their way.

International decision-making, on the other hand, is very abstract and therefore runs the risk of entirely missing the mark. Policymakers tend to live in a virtual, desktop reality. The way they define a problem may be miles away from the daily life experience of citizens. To make up for this difficulty, policymakers like to be informed about what is going on at the local level. They do not only take in information from governments, but also from experts and from NGOs.  Many succesfull international NGOs manage to accomplish their ends, by taking people from the local level to the UN General Assembly (or other platform), to give the politicians a firsthand account of what is really going on. So, the local level may benefit from international decisions, but international decision-making must be fed from local experience. 
Influential NGO networks therefore tend to nourish their local partners. If they don’t. they live in the same virtual reality as the politicians. Local problems, as experienced by citizens then stand a good chance to be ignored for years. This is because citizens at the local level are powerless, therefore invisible. Exactly the reason whay science shops were invented. I’d like to introduce to you two international NGOs that really nourish their local partners and therefore are excellent partners for science shops in an international context.

1. ANPED, the Northern Alliance for Sustainability

ANPED is a democratic network of over 100 local and national NGOs, national NGO networks, and environment, development and consumer groups. ANPED works to empower Northern Civil Society in creating and protecting sustainable communities and societies world wide. It provides a platform for its member organisations, where they can identify common concerns, take advantage of each others expertise and develop a common position; it helps to build capacity in a broad range of issues and it represents its members in processes of international decision-making.
2. WECF, Women in Europe for a Common Future, is a similar network, focusing on achieving real improvement in the daily life of citizens. They adopt a strong gender perspective and are very much aware, that local sustainability involves a lot of integrating effort, linking up issues of health, environmental degradation, poverty and economic opportunities in a host of situation. Apart from the advocacy and capacity building activities, which are quite similar to ANPED’s, they also engage in a broad range of projects with local partners, like ecosanitation in Rumania and Ukrain, improving local democracy in Russia, organic agriculture in Uzbekistan and many others. They often take local NGOs to the political forum, thereby enormously empowering these NGOs.
You will find all about ANPED and WECF on their websites, resp. www.anped.org and www.wecf.org.

What can Science Shops mean for ANPED and WECF?

International advocacy activities draw on case studies. However, most NGOs face a short time frame. Because funding is very uncertain, they need research results for this year’s events immediately, for example water and sanitation at the UN’s CSD process, which will be held in april this year. Below, you ‘ll find an excerpt of the CSD agenda, one of the leading platforms for new policies in the field of sustainable development. What the CSD decides, is followed in Europe. Best chances for both ANPED and the science shops are to develop joint projects around upcoming themes. If 2006 is too close, choose agriculture and rural development (2008), or even better, mining or sustainable production and consumption. Remember, the international NGOs need a number of local case studies, in order to have a good idea of the challenges and the best practices.
	2006/2007 
	· Energy for Sustainable Development

· Industrial Development

· Air Pollution / Atmosphere

· Climate Change 
	Poverty eradication, Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production, Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social development, Sustainable development in a globalizing world, Health and sustainable development, Sustainable development of SIDS, Sustainable development for Africa, Other regional initiatives, Means of implementation, Institutional framework for sustainable development, Gender equality, and Education 

	2008/2009 
	· Agriculture

· Rural Development

· Land

· Drought

· Desertification

· Africa 
	Poverty eradication, Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production, Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social development, Sustainable development in a globalizing world, Health and sustainable development, Sustainable development of SIDS, Sustainable development for Africa, Other regional initiatives, Means of implementation, Institutional framework for sustainable development, Gender equality, and Education 

	2010/2011* 
	· Transport

· Chemicals

· Waste Management

· Mining

· A Ten Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns 
	Poverty eradication, Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production, Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social development, Sustainable development in a globalizing world, Health and sustainable development, Sustainable development of SIDS, Sustainable development for Africa, Other regional initiatives, Means of implementation, Institutional framework for 


