Women In Europe For A Common Future

Projects and Activities 2003: The Highlights

· European Social Forum. 3000 Women met for the EFS;s "Women's Day" in Paris, using the slogan "Women for a different Europe in a Better World". Svetlana Slesarenok spoke on behalf of the WECF network on the need and benefits of having more women taking part in decision making. Svetlana also spoke at the plenary of the European Social Forum on the negative effects of water privatisation giving examples from her experience in Ukraine. Sascha Gabizon spoke in the Greenpeace seminar on chemicals on the views and activities of the WECF network on strengthening protection of citizen's from toxic chemicals. Anamarija Slabe (Nov. 2003).

· Eco-Sanitation and safe water in Romania: As part of the MATRA project of WECF in partnership with Medium&Sanitas [image: image1.jpg]


Bucharest, a new toilet-house was inaugurated on 14 of October in the village of Garla Mare. The toilets are a great improvement over the usual pit-latrines as they do not pollute the drinking water from the nearby well, do not waste drinking water for flushing (dry toilet), do not smell bad and 'produce' a very good compost and fertilizer. The village does not have 1 single source of safe drinking water. All wells used for drinking have too high levels of (faecal) bacteria, nitrates (average 120 mg/l) and pesticides (atrazine 500 ng/l). The eco-san toilettes have been built as an example how to address the main source of pollution, faecal baceria, through an easy, affordable and at the same time much more pleasant system (no smells, eco-toilets can be built inside the homes). 3 specially designed filters have been installed in the 2 schools and in the dispensary. Organic farming training visits have been organised (awareness raising about pesticides). Matra project.

•
Budapest Environment & Health Conference preparations: WECF’s director has been elected in Kiev as coordinator of the Eco-Forum Health and Environment issue group and in this position represents all European Environmental NGOs in the preparatory committee of the Budapest 2004 conference. As representative of the environment NGOs WECF takes part in all most of the preparatory meetings with the member states on the drafting of the different documents: the Children’s Health and Environment Action Plan (CEHAP, addition to NEHAP and LEHAP), the ministerial declaration and the statement on the precautionary principle. WECF has given written comments into the documents following consultation with the eco-forum NGOs, using a new list-serve HealthEcoForum@mailman.antenna.nl. WECF is organising an NGO strategy meeting together with the representatives of the health NGOs (EPHA) on the 15+16th of December in Brussels, to prepare the NGO input into the Budapest conference: NGO-Ministers round table, NGO statement, NGO parallel conference. WECF has also written and submitted a case-study on eco-sanitation to reduce health effects from polluted ground water in rural areas with no central water supply (most of NIS countries). Unfortunately, so far there is no funding available for any NGO participation in Budapest.
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· Working Towards A Toxic Free Future Conference in Soesterberg, Netherlands. 100 participants (primarily women) from environmental, health, scientific, policy-making backgrounds, from 20 countries participated. The conference focussed on the impact of toxic chemicals in our daily life and the importance of civil participation in the EU Chemicals Policy Reform. (June 2003)
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Working Towards A Toxic Free Future Toolkit for women interested in learning about chemicals in our daily life and/or lobbying around the issue on a national and EU level. The toolkit was a compilation of fact-sheets and information from various environmental, health and scientific organisations. We gathered the existing material developed by other trusted sources and added some additional fact-sheets of our own. Bringing the information together from various NGOs in one accessible toolkit was a relatively novel idea, and the women who received it really loved having such easy access to a variety of perspectives. (The toolkit is being adapted and translated for use and distribution in Armenian, German, Dutch and Russian campaigns.) (June 2003) [Photo left- DG Env. Commissioner Margot Wallstrom holding the WECF Toolkit at a Brussels press conference.]
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· Soesterberg Conference Statement which puts forth women’s demands from their policy-makers and outlines their own commitment to work for a Toxic Free Future is available. This statement was printed as a blue flyer (see photo) and is a concise tool for women to use when lobbying their policy makers. (Oct.2003)                                                                                                          
· IFCS/SAICOM: WECF participated in the International Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS) and SAICOM meetings in Bangkok, Thailand. We distributed our blue flyer widely and gave input during several working sessions. This was a first step towards the development of an international chemicals policy. (Nov.2003)

· Internet Consultation: WECF submitted comments and text suggestions for the European Commission’s internet consultation on REACH.  Many member organisations and conference participants also submitted comments and have written letters to MEPs and the commission regarding the need for a strong chemicals policy. (June 2003)

· Letter to Three European Leaders: When the three European Leaders of France, Germany and the  UK wrote a letter to Prodi, supporting interests of the chemical industry over the protection of human health, WECF wrote them each letters to remind them that they are first and foremost responsible to the citizens, and the protection of our health must take priority over industry profit. We also sent a letter to Commissioner Prodi urging him to stand firm against industry pressure to weaken REACH further. A press release was sent out and taken up by the Parliament online Magazine. (Oct.2003)
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Press Releases:  Several press releases have been issued in 2003.  

· Towards a Non-Toxic Future (June 23, 2003)

· Call to Resist US and Industry Attacks on Chemicals Reform (June 27, 2003)

· Handover to Wallstrom Joint Press release –find title (July 7/8?)

·  Protect Health Before Industry Profit, Women Tell European Leaders (Oct.10,   2003)  

·  Slimmed Down REACH, needs Healthy Supplements (0ct. 29, 2003-Jointly with   EEB, Greenpeace, Friends of The Earth, and the European Public Health Alliance) 

· (Add current NL release)

· Any more?

· Annual Meeting of Steering Committee (SC) : The WECF SC met to evaluate the 2003 work to date and finalize the 2004 workplan that was drafted with working group member input. The SC also reviewed new membership applications and discussed strategy around upcoming events.

· Kiev 2003 European Environmental Ministers Conference: WECF organised 2 side events with Mama 86 NGOs and government delegates participated. Safe drinking water for all, eco-sanitation and the need to prioritse the problem regarading the lack of rural drinking water for 7 million people in Romania and 11 million in the Ukraine.  We also discussed gender aspects of chemical policy, farming policy, and the energy policy in the EU. 2 members spoke in roundtable with the Environmental Ministers of the 50 participating countries. WECF contributed 3 case studies to the official NGO publicication and had a joint exhibition with Mama 86.  (May 2003)
· Greenweek: The WECF network participated with a delegation of 8 women in the activities of the DG-Environment’s Green Week. WECF had an  exhibition stand with examples of our practical projects,  eco-toilets and recyclable nappies were demonstrated. It was an excellent occasion to meet with [image: image6.jpg]


representatives of the European Commission as well as Brussels’ based advocacy NGOs. Our network had a 30-minute meeting with Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstroem, as well as with her cabinet member Mr. Thomas Gronberg (responsible for the new Health and Environment Strategy) and the coordinators of the European Union’s Water Partnership Initiative, Mr. Friedrich Barth and Mr. Andre Liebaert. With Wallström it was agreed to have regular meeting to update her on the work and requests from the WECF network. The EU water  partnership coordinators suggested how WECF could get more attention for the lack of safe drinking water in rural areas in NIS and accession countries.

· World Water Forum, Kyoto: WECF co-organsed 2 seminars on Safe Water for All, during thhe Europe Day and the Gender Day. WECF presented the three documentaries whch it has cooproduced with NVR (NL) and Rapsode (France). This series of 3 documentaries, entitled “No Drinking Water”, presents practical solutions for safe and affordable drinking water in Ukraine, Sri Lanka and  Romania. We also wrote a letter to EU, as an outcome of the Europe day seminar, about the need to prioritize rural water supply in accession and NIS countries, and to focus on fast and affordable solutions such as eco-sanitation and organic agriculture. In our Gender day seminar the Minster for Water and the lead delegate of the Dutch delegation participated (Bram van Oijk, BUZA)
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· Clean Drinking Water Campaign, Ukraine:
The MATRA project of WECF and MAMA-86 Ukraine ended in 2003 after 3 years of successful activities. Both practical improvement projects were carried out in the 5 main cities (Kiev, Odessa, Sebastopol, Mariupol and Artemivsk) as well as in the 4 new locations (Yeremche, Poltava, Nizhin and Hkarkiev), as well as advocacy work. In Odessa, thanks to a pilot project on water meters followed by a proposal of MAMA-86 to change the local legislation on water meters, in 1 year 74.000 water meters were installed. The result has been an immediate saving of drinking water for the city, of 13%!! In Poltava a public water well was cleaned and rebuilt, in Kiev and Kharkiev pilot projects with water meters are leading to similar results as in Odessa.
· Sustainable development in nuclear contaminated Urals, Russia: After the large ending conference of the MATRA project in October 2002, in which 200 representatives of NGOs, business, science and local authorities took part, and where 100 practical project ideas for a ‘sustainable path for chelyabinsk’ were presented, WECF applied with BUZA and the EU TACIS programme for funds. The project proposals built on the 6 best practical projects presented by NGOs and local authorities for appropriate sustainable technologies in the Southern-Urals, particularly in the area of energy saving. 5 local authorities wrote letters of support for the project, including the senate of Berlin (for a visit to its energy saving measures taken in former East-Berlin). Unfortunately, both project proposals were declined. 
· Armenia and Aral Sea – Developing new project: WECF continues to cooperate with NGOs in the Aral Sea region and tries to help them with fundraising for practical improvement projects, specifically in the area of safe drinking water in rural areas. WECF continues to cooperate with Armenian Women for Health and a Healthy Environment on a project of popularization of organic amaranth as an affordable nutrient supplement for a large part of the population.







